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International Workshop on Internet Business Education Systems Model for Asia
An Interim Report of the Open Research Center Project at GSIM

November 1st, 2005
Graduate School of International Management, Aoyama Gakuin University
With the MEXT grant for Open Research Center as a part of the 2nd year work
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Purpose:

Internet is now playing important roles as media and as infrastructure to carry out business
operations. The dynamic nature of its technical aspects makes systems design and corporate
decision making as difficult jobs. As a result, designing curricula for such internet usage in
business fields requires considerations for uncertain factors in various ways for technical side
and administration side both. Furthermore, our region, Asia, has its own characteristics to take
account.

So, by having this workshop, we will explore a set of basic elements for Internet Business
Education model for Asia.

Keywords: Internet business, Internet Education, e-Business infrastructure, Education model
in the internet era, Curricula and Teaching methodologies for Internet based business and some
other keywords
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The Singapore Management University launched its School of Information Systems (SIS) in
August 2003. SIS is now in its third year of operation.

The school is both unique and innovative in several respects:

1) It is a "greenfield" design of a full School of Information Systems (versus a department within
a computer science school or business school)

2) While the school is part of a management oriented university, the school has very strong
applied technology content and capability.

3) The school is an example of an emerging generation of "IT + X" schools or departments,
where IT is combined with domain or functional areas. In our case, our model is "IT + Business."
4) We have made a major investment in creating a new and unconventional curriculum for our
undergraduate programme that is based on our understanding of the hybrid Business-IT
Professional that is increasingly needed throughout industry.

5) We are working on the design of a research-oriented graduate programme that is
differentiated from the existing established models for computer science Ph.D. programmes or a
Business School Information Systems Ph.D. programmes.

In this talk, I will review the evolution of the SMU School of Information Systems, starting from
the creation of the initial design concept and blueprint created in early 2003 through a joint
collaboration with Carnegie Mellon University. | will discuss how the school has evolved, issues
we have faced along the way, lessons learned, and major challanges ahead.

Background on SMU School of Information Systems can be found at www.sis.smu.edu
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